



SECTION ONE— PAGE SIX 


;AGENTS ADMIT 
DOING WIRETAP 

No Reason Is Given at 
Clay Case Hearing 


By MAX B. SKELTON 
HOUSTON, Tex. (AP) — Wit- 
nesses in the Cassius Clay wire- 
tap hearing testified Thursday 
that telephone conversations of 
Elijah Muhammad, head of the 
Black Muslim religion, had been 
monitored as early as 1960. 

Wednesday, witnesses had in- 
dicated Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. had been under wiretap sur- 
veillance at least four years 
prior to. his death last year. 

FBI Agent C. Barry Pickett of 
Jacksonville, Fla., testified 
Thursday he monitored Elijah 
Muhammad conversations from 
1962 to 1966 while working as 
clerk in the Phoenix, Ariz., FBI 
office. 

Frederick A. Brownell, for- 
mer special agent at Phoenix, 
said he had supervised the sur- 
veillance there prior to his retir- 
ing in late 1965. 

“I cannot recall when the 
case was opened, but it proba- 
Jbly was around I960,’* Brownell 

'said. 

" * FINAL WITNESS 
^ Brownell was the govem- 
pient’s final witness. 

; ! T. Oscar Smith, former chief 
of the Justice Department’s con- 
acientious objector section, tes- 
tified Thursday that he had rec- 
ommended on Nov. 25, 1966, that 
Clay’s claim be rejected be- 
cause many Black Muslim be- 
liefs ’’rest on grounds primarily 
^litical and racial.” 

”He objects not to all wars 
but to specific types, Smith 
said. “He had not established 
that he was opposed to war in 
any form.’’ 

- Brownell said those handling 
the monitoring had instructions 
to maintain logs on Elijah Mu- 
hammad’s activities and write 
summaries on any information 
they thought important. 

Similar testimony Wednesday 
indicated that Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr., the civil rights 
leader, had been under electron- 
ids surveillance from 1964 until 
his death In 1968. 

The hearing was ordered by 
the U.S. Supreme Court to de- 
termine whether the wiretaps 
afrected the trial in which Clay 
was convicted of refusing to be 
inducted into the Army. 

The former heavyweight box- 
ing champion contended he was 


a Black Muslim and thus ex- 
empt from military duty. 

Agent C. Barry Pickett of 
Jacksonville, Fla., did not give 
Thursday the specific reasons 
for the surveillance of Elijah 
Muhammad. 

Charles Morgan Jr., Clay’s 
chief c(^sel, sought repeatedly 
to obtain specific reasons, but 
Picket insisted his instructions 
were general. 

”1 am ^ng to prove he had 
specific instructions to (itain 
i^ormation on the religious be- 
liefs of this defendant,” Morgan 
told U.S. List. Court Judge Joe 
Ingraham. 

Summaries of four taped con- 
versations involving Clay were 
admitted into evidence Wednes- 
day. One involved King and 
three involved Black Muslim of 
ficials. 


Pickett said he monitored con- 
versations of Elijah Muhammad 
while working as a clerk in the 
FBI office in Phoenix, Ariz., 
from 1962 to 1966. 

’’You spent four years of your 
life listening to conversations of 
the leader of the Muslim reli- 
gion?” Morgan asked. 

’’Yes, sir.’’ 

Testimony Wednesday indi- 
cated the three Black Muslim 
conversations had been moni- 
tored in Phoenix. Pickett testi- 
fied that he had prepared a 
March 24, 1964, summary of a 
conversation between Clay and 
Elijah Muhammad. 


